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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



Claims 19-23, 26, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. A “computer program product” is 
non-statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 

claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-13, 19-24, 26, 27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The term “respective cache” is unclear as to which cache it is referring. For 
example, the phrase “following a failure of one of the clusters, using the track control 
blocks of the surviving cluster to rebuild the data structures for the respective cache” 
(claim 1) is unclear as to whether “the respective cache” is referring to the cache 
belonging to the failed cluster or the cache belonging to the surviving cluster. According 
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to the specification, “the respective cache” seems to be referring to the cache belonging 
to the surviving cluster, and it is recommended that the phrase be changed to show this. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 14-18, 25, and 28 are allowed. 

Claims 1-13, 19-24, 26, 27, and 29 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office 
action. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The statement that the data structures describe cache data, the track control 
blocks are contained within the data structures, and that after the failure of the cache in 
one cluster, the track control blocks within the surviving cluster are used to rebuild the 
surviving cluster’s data structure. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David G. Gentry whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2570. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Scott Baderman can be reached on (571) 272-3644. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




SCOTT BADERMAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




